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Buds From The Board
BY BONNIE AMBROSE, PRESIDENT

Happy February,  DCMGA!

It  is  hard to believe we are greeting the second month of  2026.  February
brings hope and happiness for  me,  particularly  when North Texas is
spared from severe weather.  I  dread icy,  blocked roads,  so I  have been
hoping that  despite  the mild January weather,  our perennials  and trees
remain dormant,  ensuring a  vibrant spring.  

February is  a  month of  anticipation,  preparation,  and planting.  I  put  my
dreams into action.  It  is  potato planting month!  I  f ind joy in spotting the
first  bluebonnets of  spring,  which began growing in my side yard in late
November.  By late  February,  I  wil l  be able  to see how beautiful  it  wil l  be in
April .  February always holds for  me the promise of  spring.

This  issue will  inspire you for  the spring to come.  When we have one of
our mild February days,  take a  walk in your own garden and see what you
can discover and delight  in.  Find a  spot  to refresh.  Share a  perennial  with
a neighbor or  replant  it  elsewhere where it  can grow and add more beauty.  

Where might you try something new? What will  i t  be?  This  issue,  as  well
as  previous issues,  wil l  provide you with ideas and know-how. And don’t
forget  to  save the dates for  our annual  Plant  Sale  (April  25),  where Master
Gardeners will  help you find and pick out  the perfect  plants for  your
landscape,  and for  the annual  Garden Tour (May 9),  full  of  inspiration and
ideas.

If  you have irises,  it  is  t ime to
show them a l itt le  love and add a
bit  of  ferti l izer.  It  is  also t ime to
start  sharpening pruners for  late
winter  pruning,  a  task I  also
look forward to after  the winter
doldrums.  Start  imagining -
spring is  on its  way!

Happy Gardening,
Bonnie
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 2026 Garden Tour Preview: Rooted Together
Three Home Gardens and Two Public Gardens

May 9, 2026
Our 2026 Garden Tour will feature herbs, raised bed vegetable gardening, succulents, Earth Kind

gardening, Texas Superstar plants, and more. Public gardens will have information on raising

grapes, pruning fruit trees, water conservation and growing native plants. Watch for ticket

information in early February. Join us for a great day of gardening!
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R o o t e d  T o g e t h e r  i s  a  l o v e l y ,
n o s t a l g i c  g a r d e n  w h e r e
t r e a s u r e d  p l a n t s  a n d  v i n t a g e
c h a r m  a b o u n d .  P l a n t s  a r e
c h e r i s h e d  f o r  t h e i r  v a l u e  t o
p o l l i n a t o r s .  P l a n t s  l i k e  B l u e  M i s t
F l o w e r ,  w i t h  t h e i r  l a c y  f o l i a g e ,
a r e  a  f a v o r i t e  p l a n t  f o r
b u t t e r f l i e s .  W h i t e  V e i n e d  D w a r f
D u t c h m a n ’ s  P i p e  i s  h o s t  t o
p i p e v i n e  s w a l l o w t a i l s  a n d
f l o u r i s h e s  i n  t h i s  l a n d s c a p e .
P l a n t s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  a  s e n s o r y
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  f r a g r a n c e ,
t o u c h ,  a n d  t a s t e  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h i s
g a r d e n .  W i n d c h i m e s  a n d  a
f o u n t a i n  p r o v i d e  t h e  s o u n d s  o f
n a t u r e  w h i l e  l a m b ’ s  e a r  a n d
h e r b s  p r o v i d e  t o u c h  a n d  t a s t e  t o
t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .

T h i s  g a r d e n  i s  h o m e  t o  p l a n t s
w i t h  a  p a s t .  T h e r e  a r e  c u t t i n g s
f r o m  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y ,  a s  w e l l
a s  a  S o u t h e r n  W o o d  f e r n  b r o u g h t
f r o m  a  c h i l d h o o d  h o m e .  T h e s e
s p e c i a l  p l a n t s  h e l p  p r o v i d e  a
f e e l i n g  o f  s t a b i l i t y  a n d
p e a c e f u l n e s s .  F o u n d  a n d  r e u s e d
o b j e c t s  a r e  w o v e n  i n t o  t h e  b a c k
y a r d  w i t h  v i n t a g e  p a t i o
f u r n i t u r e ,  p o t s ,  r o c k s ,  a n d  d é c o r
t h a t  a r e  a l l  l a y e r e d  w i t h
m e m o r i e s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y .   

https://dcmga.com/
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 2026 Garden Tour Preview
Rooted Together (cont.)

I n  t h i s  g a r d e n ,  y o u  w i l l  l e a r n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  “ n o t  t o p p i n g ”  y o u r  t r e e s .  T h e r e
a r e  f i v e  l o v e l y  c r a p e  m y r t l e s  i n  t h i s  l a n d s c a p e  t h a t  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  t o p p e d .
T o p p i n g  o f  c r a p e  m y r t l e s  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  a  c o m m o n  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  o n e  w h i c h
d a m a g e s  t h e  n a t u r a l  g r o w t h  a n d  h e a l t h  o f  n o t  o n l y  t h e s e  b e a u t i f u l ,  f l o w e r i n g
t r e e s ,  b u t  o f  m o s t  t r e e s  i n  o u r  a r e a .  T h e  o w n e r  o f  R o o t e d  T o g e t h e r  h a s
i n c r e a s e d  t h e  s p a c e  a r o u n d  h e r  t r e e s  t o  p r o m o t e  g r a s s  g r o w t h  r a t h e r  t h a n
t h i n n i n g  o r  t o p p i n g  t h e  t r e e s .  

V i s i t o r s  t o  t h i s  g a r d e n  w i l l  l e a r n  a b o u t  c o m p o s t i n g ,  a  b e n e f i c i a l  p r o c e s s  t h a t
c a n  r e c l a i m  t h e  n u t r i e n t s  l e f t  i n  y o u r  g a r d e n  a n d  v e g e t a b l e  l e f t o v e r s  w h i l e
k e e p i n g  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e  l a n d f i l l .  A l s o ,  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  r a i n  b a r r e l  s e t u p  a n d
s e e  i f  t h i s  m i g h t  w o r k  i n  y o u r  o w n  b a c k y a r d ,  p r o v i d i n g  n e c e s s a r y  a d d i t i o n a l
w a t e r  f o r  o u r  l o n g ,  h o t  s u m m e r s .

T h i s  p e a c e f u l  r e t r e a t  i s  l i n e d  w i t h  l o v e l y  s h a d e  p l a n t s ,  v i n t a g e  f i n d s ,  a n d  a
g a t e w a y  i n t o  m o r e  u n k n o w n  s p a c e s ,  w h e r e  p o l l i n a t o r  p l a n t s  a r e  a t t r a c t i n g  b e e s
a n d  b u t t e r f l i e s .  S u c h  a n  i n v i t i n g  p l a c e .  B e  s u r e  t o  v i s i t  R o o t e d  To g e t h e r  M a y  9 .  

https://dcmga.com/
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Growing, Caring For and Loving - ROSES!
BY ERIN SMITH (PART I)

R o s e s  m e a n  m a n y  t h i n g s  t o  m a n y
p e o p l e .  W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e
w r o t e ,  “ A  r o s e  b y  a n y  o t h e r  n a m e
w o u l d  s m e l l  a s  s w e e t ” .  O u r  f i r s t
P r e s i d e n t ,  G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n ,
w a s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  f i r s t  A m e r i c a n
r o s e  h y b r i d i z e r .  T h e  R o s e  B o w l
c o l l e g e  f o o t b a l l  g a m e  s t a r t e d  i n
1 9 0 2  a s  a n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e
T o u r n a m e n t  o f  R o s e s  P a r a d e ,
w h i c h  b e g a n  i n  1 8 9 0  i n  P a s a d e n a ,
C a l i f o r n i a ,  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  s t a t e ’ s
i d e a l  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d
a b u n d a n t  l o c a l  f l o w e r s .  P r e s i d e n t
R o n a l d  R e a g a n  d e c l a r e d  t h e  r o s e
t h e  n a t i o n a l  f l o r a l  e m b l e m  o f  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  1 9 8 6 .  

I n  A m e r i c a ,  w e  g i v e  r o s e s  t o
s y m b o l i z e  l o v e ,  h o n o r ,  f r i e n d s h i p ,
a n d  r o m a n c e .  T h e r e  a r e  o v e r  o n e
h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  r o s e  s p e c i e s  a n d
t h o u s a n d s  o f  v a r i e t i e s  a v a i l a b l e
w o r l d w i d e ,  i n  a l m o s t  a n y  s h a p e ,
s i z e ,  a n d  c o l o r  i m a g i n a b l e .  M o s t
p e o p l e  r e c o g n i z e  a  r o s e  w h e n  t h e y
s e e  o n e ,  b u t  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e m  c a n
b e  a  d a u n t i n g  t a s k .  

T h e  n e x t  f e w  i s s u e s  o f  T h e  R o o t
w i l l  f e a t u r e  a  s e r i e s  o n  r o s e s ,
w h i c h  w i l l  i n c l u d e  s u c h  t o p i c s  a s
g r o w i n g  t i p s ,  p e s t  c o n t r o l ,
p r u n i n g ,  a n d  s e l e c t i o n .  N o r t h
T e x a s  G a r d e n e r s  o f t e n  u s e
V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y  ( F e b r u a r y  1 4 t h )  a s
a  r e m i n d e r  t o  p r u n e  t h e i r  r o s e
b u s h e s ,  s o  o u r  F e b r u a r y  a r t i c l e
w i l l  b e g i n  t h e r e .  P r o p e r  p r u n i n g
t e c h n i q u e s  c l e a n ,  s h a p e ,  a n d
r e f r e s h  p l a n t s  s o  t h e y  w i l l
p r o d u c e  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  b l o o m  i n
t h e  s p r i n g .  

Cherry Rose - Courtesy of  Erin Smith,  CEA-Hort

‘Peace’  Hybrid Tea Rose,  CC by 2.0

https://dcmga.com/
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Growing, Caring For and Loving - ROSES! (cont.)

I t  m a y  b e  p a i n f u l  t o  r e m o v e  t h e
l u s h  n e w  g r o w t h  t h a t  m a y  h a v e
d e v e l o p e d  o n  y o u r  r o s e  b u s h e s  b y
V a l e n t i n e ’ s  D a y  d u e  t o  o u r
r o l l e r c o a s t e r  T e x a s  w e a t h e r ,  b u t  i t
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  r i g h t
c a r e  f o r  y o u r  r o s e  b u s h e s .

K e e p i n g  i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e
o v e r  1 5 0  r o s e  s p e c i e s ,  w e  m u s t
c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  t h a n
o n e  w a y  t o  p r u n e  r o s e  b u s h e s
p r o p e r l y .  M o d e r n  r o s e s  u s e d  i n
l a n d s c a p i n g  f a l l  i n t o  t w o  b a s i c
c a t e g o r i e s :  ( 1 )  s h r u b  r o s e s  a n d  ( 2 )
H y b r i d  T e a ,  G r a n d i f l o r a ,  a n d
F l o r i b u n d a  r o s e s .  O v e r  t h e  p a s t  2 5
y e a r s ,  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  s h r u b - t y p e
r o s e s  h a s  g r o w n .  T h e y  a r e
t y p i c a l l y  e a s y  t o  c a r e  f o r  a n d
p r o v i d e  a  t r e m e n d o u s  n u m b e r  o f
f l o w e r s .  T h i s  t r e n d  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e
r e l e a s e  o f  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  s h r u b
r o s e  k n o w n  a s  T h e  K n o c k  O u t ®
R o s e  i n  2 0 0 0 .  A  f u t u r e  a r t i c l e  w i l l
c o v e r  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c u l t i v a t e d
r o s e s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  T h e  K n o c k
O u t ®  R o s e  f a m i l y .  

S h r u b  r o s e s  a r e  v e r y  r e s i l i e n t
c o m p a r e d  t o  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  r o s e s .
T h e y  a r e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  e a s y  t o
p r o p a g a t e  a n d  c a n  s e t  n e w  f l o w e r
b u d s  w i t h o u t  a n y  p r u n i n g  a t  a l l ,
f o r  a  t i m e .  I f  y o u  h a v e  g r o w n  o r
s e e n  T h e  K n o c k  O u t ®  R o s e  ( t h e
o r i g i n a l ,  f i v e - p e t a l e d  c h e r r y  r e d
r o s e ) ,  y o u  h a v e  l i k e l y  n o t i c e d  t h a t
f l o w e r  b u d s  w i l l  s p r o u t  a r o u n d  t h e
o l d  b l o o m s  a f t e r  t h e  p e t a l s  f a l l
o f f .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  h a p p e n s  f a i r l y
q u i c k l y  o n  K n o c k  O u t ®  R o s e
v a r i e t i e s .  

Candella Hybrid Tea,  CC0 1.0 Universal

‘New Zealand’ hybrid tea rose,  fuzzyjay,  CC
BY-NC-SA 2.0

https://dcmga.com/
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M o s t  s h r u b  r o s e s  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  p r o d u c i n g  f l o w e r  b u d s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r
g r o w i n g  s e a s o n  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  t r i m m e d .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  i m p o r t a n t  t o
c o n t r o l  t h e  p l a n t ’ s  s i z e  a n d  s h a p e  w i t h  w e l l - t i m e d  p r u n i n g  p r a c t i c e s .  H e d g e
s h e a r s  ( m a n u a l  o r  m o t o r i z e d )  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  p r u n e  s h r u b  r o s e s .  S p e c i a l i z e d
t r a i n i n g  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y .  J u s t  b e  s u r e  t h e  b l a d e s  o n  y o u r  s h e a r s  a r e  c l e a n  a n d
s h a r p !   

I t  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  t r i m  s h r u b  r o s e s  o f t e n  e n o u g h  t h a t  y o u  a r e  n o t  r e m o v i n g
m o r e  t h a n  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  t o t a l  f o l i a g e  e a c h  t i m e  y o u  p r u n e .  O n  h e a l t h y
p l a n t s ,  d a m a g e  s h o u l d  n o t  o c c u r  i f  y o u  o c c a s i o n a l l y  n e e d  t o  p r u n e  m o r e  o f f  a t
o n e  t i m e .  Y o u  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  w o r r y  a b o u t  o p e n i n g  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  s h r u b  r o s e s
o r  r e m o v i n g  c r o s s e d  b r a n c h e s  a s  y o u  w o u l d  w h e n  p r u n i n g  o t h e r  v a r i e t i e s .
H y b r i d  T e a s ,  G r a n d i f l o r a s ,  a n d  F l o r i b u n d a s  r e q u i r e  a  b i t  m o r e  p r a c t i c e  w h e n
p r u n i n g  a n d  d e a d h e a d i n g .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e m o v e  a n y  d e a d  c a n e s  o r
b r a n c h e s  t h a t  c r o s s  o r  r u b  o n e  a n o t h e r  t o  p r e v e n t  d a m a g e .  W h e n  s h a p i n g  o r
s e l e c t i n g  c a n e s  t o  k e e p ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c u t  j u s t  a b o v e  o u t w a r d - f a c i n g
n o d e s  s o  t h a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  r o s e  b u s h  a l l o w s  a i r  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h .  T h i s  w i l l
h e l p  t o  p r e v e n t  f o l i a r  d i s e a s e s .  

D e a d h e a d i n g  m a y  s o u n d  s c a r y ,  b u t  i t  i s  s i m p l y  a  t e r m  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e
r e m o v i n g  s p e n t  f l o w e r s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  p l a n t  t o  u s e  i t s  e n e r g y  t o  m a k e  a n o t h e r
b l o o m  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u p p o r t  t h e  r o s e  h i p  f r o m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  o n e .  O n  H y b r i d
T e a s ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  y o u  r e m o v e  t h e  o l d  b l o o m  a n d  h i p  j u s t
a b o v e  t h e  f i r s t  l e a f  w i t h  f i v e  l e a f l e t s .  T h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  i s
t h a t  t h e  n e x t  f l o w e r  b u d  o n  t h e  c a n e  i s  d e v e l o p i n g  i n  t h a t  n o d e .  A  r o s e  p l a n t
h a s  a  c o m p o u n d  l e a f  s t r u c t u r e .  T h a t  m e a n s  i t  h a s  m u l t i p l e  l e a v e s  c o m i n g
f r o m  o n e  l e a f  s t e m .  W h e n  y o u  l o o k  a t  m o s t  H y b r i d  T e a  r o s e s ,  t h e y  p r o d u c e  a
s o l i t a r y  b l o o m  o n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  l o n g  s t e m .  A s  y o u r  e y e s  m o v e  d o w n  t h e  r o s e
c a n e ,  y o u  w i l l  u s u a l l y  s e e  c o m p o u n d  l e a v e s  w i t h  t w o ,  t h r e e ,  f i v e ,  o r  u p  t o
s e v e n  l e a f l e t s  p e r  l e a f  s t e m .  T h a t  l e a f  w i t h  f i v e  l e a f l e t s  i s  w h a t  y o u  a r e
l o o k i n g  f o r .  Y o u  w i l l  w a n t  t o  c u t  a t  a  f o r t y - f i v e - d e g r e e  a n g l e  a w a y  f r o m  t h e
b u d  r i g h t  a b o v e  t h e  l e a f  s t e m .   

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  n o t  t o  s i m p l y  s n a p  o f f  s p e n t  r o s e  f l o w e r s  j u s t  u n d e r  t h e
b l o o m .  T h i s  c a n  c a u s e  a  d e l a y  i n  t h e  b l o o m  c y c l e .  R e m o v i n g  s p e n t  b l o o m s  a n d
s o f t ,  v i g o r o u s  g r o w t h  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  p l a n t  t o  f o r c e  g r o w t h  h o r m o n e s  t o  l o w e r
n o d e s  o n  t h e  r o s e  b u s h .  T h e  r e s u l t  w i l l  b e  a  w e l l - b r a n c h e d  p l a n t  w i t h
m u l t i p l e  b l o o m s  a b o u t  s i x  w e e k s  a f t e r  y o u  p r u n e .

B e  s u r e  t o  w e a r  p r o t e c t i v e  g l o v e s  w h e n  y o u  a r e  h a n d l i n g  r o s e  b u s h e s ,  a s  m o s t
h a v e  t h o r n s  o r ,  m o r e  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  “ p r i c k l e s . ”  P r i c k l e s  a r e  t h e
p l a n t ’ s  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  h e r b i v o r e s  a n d  a r e  s i m p l y  a n  o u t g r o w t h  f r o m  t h e
s t e m ’ s  s u r f a c e .  T r u e  t h o r n s  a r e  p a r t  o f  a  p l a n t ’ s  v a s c u l a r  s y s t e m  a n d  a r e
m o r e  v i s c o u s .  N o  m a t t e r  w h a t  y o u  c h o o s e  t o  c a l l  t h e m ,  t h e y  c a n  l e a v e  p a i n f u l
w o u n d s .

Growing, Caring For and Loving - ROSES! (cont.)

https://dcmga.com/
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Roses are a wonderful addition to any landscape and are worth the time and effort
they need to thrive.  What other flower provides a way to say “I respect you,” “I care
about you,” and “I love you” all  at  the same time?

Resources
P r u n i n g  R o s e s  –  O S U  f a c t  s h e e t  d e s c r i b i n g  p r o p e r  r o s e  b u s h  p r u n i n g
( M c M u l l e n ,  2 0 0 9 ,  r e v .  2 0 2 4 ) ,  O r e g o n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e  F a c t
S h e e t s ;  h t t p s : / / e x t e n s i o n . o r e g o n s t a t e . e d u / f l o w e r s - s h r u b s - t r e e s / p r u n i n g -
r o s e s

R o s e s  i n  O k l a h o m a  –  O S U  f a c t  s h e e t  d i s c u s s i n g  r o s e  t y p e s ,  r o s e  c a r e  a n d
m a i n t e n a n c e  i n  O k l a h o m a  ( H i l l o c k ,  S c h n e l l e ,  2 0 1 6 ,  O c t . ) ,  O k l a h o m a  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e  F a c t  S h e e t s ;  h t t p s : / / e x t e n s i o n . o k s t a t e . e d u / f a c t -
s h e e t s  / r o s e s - i n - o k l a h o m a . h t m l

G u i d e  t o  G r o w i n g  R o s e s  –  a r t i c l e  f e a t u r i n g  p r u n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r  r o s e  b u s h e s
( B o s m a n s ,  r e v .  2 0 2 3 ,  J u n e ) ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M a r y l a n d  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e ;
h t t p s : / / e x t e n s i o n . u m d . e d u / r e s o u r c e / g u i d e - p r u n i n g - r o s e s

P r u n i n g  G u i d e :  K n o c k  O u t  R o s e s  –  p r u n i n g  g u i d e  f o c u s e d  o n  K n o c k  O u t  R o s e s ,
T h e  K n o c k  O u t  R o s e  o f f i c i a l  w e b s i t e ;  h t t p s : / / w w w . k n o c k o u t r o s e s . c o m / p r u n i n g

P r u n i n g  K n o c k  O u t  R o s e s  –  W h e n ,  W h y  a n d  H o w  –  a r t i c l e  f e a t u r i n g  K n o c k  O u t
r o s e  f a m i l y  p r u n i n g  ( B e n d e r ,  r e v .  2 0 2 5 ,  F e b ) ,  S o u t h e r n  L i v i n g  w e b s i t e ;
h t t p s : / / w w w . s o u t h e r n l i v i n g . c o m / g a r d e n / g r u m p y - g a r d e n e r / p r u n i n g - k n o c k -
o u t - r o s e - w h e n - w h y - a n d - h o w

Growing, Caring For and Loving - ROSES! (cont.)

https://dcmga.com/
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/flowers-shrubs-trees/pruning-roses
https://extension.oregonstate.edu/flowers-shrubs-trees/pruning-roses
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets%20/roses-in-oklahoma.html
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets%20/roses-in-oklahoma.html
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/guide-pruning-roses
https://www.knockoutroses.com/pruning
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/grumpy-gardener/pruning-knock-out-rose-when-why-and-how
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/grumpy-gardener/pruning-knock-out-rose-when-why-and-how
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Salvia coccinea, ‘Coral Nymph’ and ‘Scarlet Sage’
BY SHARRIE ELY

Salvias are a great choice for the North Texas garden. But with over 900 varieties
of salvia to choose from, it  is  sometimes difficult  to know which varieties will
grow well  in our area.  Salvia coccinea  is  a budget-friendly salvia that grows well  in
many areas of Texas, and it  can be a colorful and long-blooming choice for your
garden. Salvia coccinea  (pronounced SAL-vee-ah kok-SIN-ee-ah) is a readily
reseeding annual that adds repeating color throughout the growing season. It
attracts hummingbirds in the fall  with its pretty,  long, tube-like blooms and
comes in red, pink, and sometimes white.  It  grows in well-drained soil .

Origins
Salvia coccinea is  a native plant that is  from Mexico and Southwest Texas.  Its range
includes east and southwest Texas, and it  grows from South Carolina to Mexico.  It
comes in different colored blooms of red, pink, coral,  and the harder to find,
white.  It  is  a member of the Family Lamiaceae, the mint family.

Two notable varieties of Salvia coccinea  are the red “Scarlet Sage” (also known as
Tropical  Sage) and “Coral Nymph”, which is a coral-pink color.  Both of these
varieties grow well  in North Texas.  When looking for plants or seeds, do not rely
on common names such as “Scarlet Sage” and “Tropical  Sage”. Both names are
commonly used to describe other varieties of salvia as well .  Look specifically for
the species name “Salvia coccinea” to acquire the correct variety.  Additionally,  do
not be put off  by the word “tropical” that is  sometimes used to describe this native
plant.  “Tropical” just refers to its preferred zones where it  grows as a perennial.
While Salvia coccinea  is  drought and heat-tolerant,  it  does not typically overwinter
in colder climates of the state,  such as North Texas.  However,  and here’s the good
part,  in these same colder areas it  can reseed for new blooms for the following
year.  It  is  possible that in protected areas of your garden, where there is a gentler
micro-climate, the plant may return from the previous year.  A mild winter can
lead to the plant overwintering in the garden.

Spike of  red 2-lipped flowers.  Salvia coccinea
Danny Barron CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Spike of  pink and white f lowers.  Salvia coccinea
'Coral  Nymph' Tatiana Gerus CC BY 2.0

https://dcmga.com/
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Salvia coccinea, ‘Coral Nymph’ and ‘Scarlet Sage’ (cont.)

Growing and Maintaining Salvia coccinae

To grow Salvia coccinea,  begin with small
plant starts (transplants) in the spring, or
start from seed.  You can begin from seed
indoors 4-6 weeks before the last freeze
date for Denton County.  This is  historically
February 16.  If  you prefer,  you can sow
directly outdoors between now and late
February for the seeds to sprout,  and you
may have blooms throughout the season.
S.  coccinea is  drought and heat-tolerant and
can grow in dappled shade, part shade, or
full  sun.  

The plants may need supplemental watering
when the temperatures reach over 100
degrees.  That said,  too much water or
fertilizer may lead to legginess.  These
plants benefit  from some pruning and
deadheading during the growing season (see
“Varieties” below).  The plant’s average
height ranges from 1-3 feet tall  and .5 – 1
foot in width.

Varieties

The “Coral Nymph” variety can grow quickly
and reward you with a flush of pretty,  coral-
colored blooms. “Coral Nymph” is more
compact and earlier blooming than the red
variety of Salvia coccinea .  It  has nectar-rich,
tubular blossoms in a pretty shade of coral
pink and blooms filled with small  white
stamens.  It  is  best planted in dappled shade,
shade, or sun. Further,  being an annual in
our area, this variety does well  in
containers.  Attentive deadheading will  allow
the plant to continue blooming all  summer
long and into fall .

Photo courtesy of  txmg.org,  hendersonmg.blogs
Coral-Nymph-3

Flower spike with bright red f lowers.  Salvia
coccinea Scott  Zona CC BY-NC 2.0

https://dcmga.com/
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Salvia coccinea, ‘Coral Nymph’ and ‘Scarlet Sage’ (cont.)

The variety “Scarlet Sage” tends to seed more prolifically and is also hardy in
partial  or dappled shade or sun. This red salvia can grow quite shrubby but will
bloom more readily if  it  is  deadheaded or pruned. Use hedge clippers to keep it  at  a
reduced height but stop pruning after the first week of August.  It  will  need time to
gather energy to make the blooms appear in time for the fall  for migrating
hummingbirds.

In Native Texas Plants;  Landscaping Region by Region, Wasowski and Wasowski
discuss the maintenance of growing salvia in one’s landscape.  These authors state
that when growing the red variety of Salvia coccinea  near or in the lawn, it  can be
mowed with the mower at its highest setting during the summer for maintenance.
In August,  it  is  best to discontinue mowing the salvia and allow it  to grow so that
it  will  bloom throughout the fall .  

Resources
Henderson County Master Gardener Association.  (2023, March 25).  Salvia ‘Coral
Nymph.’  HCMGA. https://www.txmg.org/hendersonmg/plant-library/salvia-coral-
nymph/ 

Native Plant Society of Texas.  (2025, November 29).  Salvia coccinea - Native Plant
Society of  Texas .  https://www.npsot.org/posts/native-plant/salvia-coccinea/

Native Texas plants:  landscaping region by region.  Wasowski & Wasowski,  2003.
Taylor Trade Publishing.

Salvia coccinea (Bloody Sage,  Indian Fire,  Red Sage,  Scarlet  Sage) |  North Carolina
Extension Gardener Plant Toolbox .  (n.d.).  https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/salvia-
coccinea/ 

Scarlet  sage,  Salvia coccinea .  (n.d.).  Wisconsin Horticulture.
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/scarlet-sage-salvia-coccinea/

The National Gardening Association Plants Database.  Salvias,  Hummingbird Sage,
Salvia coccinea, Coral Nymph. (n.d.).
https://garden.org/plants/view/92512/Hummingbird-Sage-Salvia-coccinea-
Coral-Nymph/ 

Welcome Salvias into Your Garden .  (2025, March 31).  UC Agriculture and Natural
Resources.  https://ucanr.edu/blog/real-dirt/article/welcome-salvias-your-garden 

https://dcmga.com/
https://www.txmg.org/hendersonmg/plant-library/salvia-coral-nymph/
https://www.txmg.org/hendersonmg/plant-library/salvia-coral-nymph/
https://www.npsot.org/posts/native-plant/salvia-coccinea/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/salvia-coccinea/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/salvia-coccinea/
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/scarlet-sage-salvia-coccinea/
https://garden.org/plants/view/92512/Hummingbird-Sage-Salvia-coccinea-Coral-Nymph/
https://garden.org/plants/view/92512/Hummingbird-Sage-Salvia-coccinea-Coral-Nymph/
https://ucanr.edu/blog/real-dirt/article/welcome-salvias-your-garden
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In The Veggie Patch: Radishes
BY IVY SUMMERFIELD

How do you enjoy radishes (Raphanus sativus):
raw, roasted, pickled, or in salads? They grow
from seed to harvest in 27 to 30 days, packing
their roots and leaves with nutrients and
minerals.  Their short growth period limits soil
contact and environmental exposure, reducing
the maintenance required to grow them.

 Origin & Benefits

Uncultivated (wild)-type radishes found in
Southeast Asia may be the original radishes.
Merchants and immigrants carried them to new
lands throughout history.  Ancient Egyptians
grew and ate radishes.  Ancient Greeks created
golden replicas to offer to Apollo.  Many kinds of
radishes have developed and are now found on
six continents.  (1)

Radishes provide several essential  nutrients and
minerals,  including folate,  calcium, potassium,
Vitamin C, and sodium. (2) Radish leaves are
high in calcium and contain 4 times as many
flavonoids as the roots.  (3)  

Plant Requirements
 
Radishes are cool-season vegetables that fare
best with spring and fall  plantings.  (4) They
require little room in a home garden. They need
loose, well-drained soil  so their roots can
expand. (5) Soil  pH should be 6.5 or higher.  (6)
Climate conditions range from full  sun to shade.

Planting

Directly sow seeds into loose, well-drained soil,
spacing them about 1  inch apart.  Plant short
variety seeds 0.25-0.5” deep and larger
varieties up to one inch deep.   
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Radishes (cont.)
Maintenance and Care

Keep the soil  uniformly moist;  avoid over-saturating.  When radish plants reach 2
inches tall,  thin them. Leave 1  to 2 inches between spring- and summer-type
plants and 2 to 6 inches between winter-type plants.  Apply a layer of mulch to
reduce water loss and weed competition.  (8)

Varieties for North Texas
 
Radishes may be spherical  or carrot-shaped. Common radish colors are green,
white,  pink, red, purple,  and yellow. (9) Their crunchy, crisp texture ranges from
mild to peppery or spicy depending on the variety.  Recommended red varieties for
North Texas are Cherry Belle,  Crunchy Red, Fuego, Early Scarlet Globe, Red Baron,
and Red Devil .  Two recommended white varieties are Icicle and Round White.  (10)

Harvesting and Storage

Radish leaves can be harvested 3-5 weeks after planting.  Leaves become more
bitter over time. When radish roots are ready to harvest,  the tops of their pink,
swollen stems often emerge from the soil .  Harvest them whenever they reach the
desired size.  Smaller radishes are typically more tender and have a stronger flavor.
Radishes left  in the ground too long become pithy.  (11)  Store radishes in the
refrigerator and use within two weeks of harvest.  (12)

R e s o u r c e s

1 . R a d i s h e s :  F r u i t  &  V e g e t a b l e  F a r m  t o  S c h o o l :  H i g h l i g h t i n g  l o c a l  f r u i t s  &  v e g e t a b l e s .  ( n . d . ) .  I n  V T  F E E D  a n d  V T
A g e n c y  o f  E d u c a t i o n [ R e p o r t ] .  h t tps : / /v t feed .org/s i tes /defau l t / f i l es / imce/up loads/Rad ishes .pdf

2 .  R a d i s h e s  -  F o o d  T e c h n o l o g y  &  P r o c e s s i n g  F o o d  T e c h n o l o g y  &  P r o c e s s i n g .  h t tps : / /agg ie-
hort i cu l ture . tamu.edu/ food-technology/nutr i t ion/rad ishes/ .

3 . J u l i a  M i n t e r ,  J a y l a  F r y ,  a n d  D r .  L a r r y  S t e i n  &  T e x a s  A & M  A g r i L i f e  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e .  ( 2 0 2 3 ,  O c t o b e r ) .  R a d i s h e s
( P a t h  t o  t h e  p l a t e ) .  R e t r i e v e d  J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  f r o m  ht tps : / /www.dcmga .com/wp-content /up loads/docs/agg ie-
hort i cu l ture/path-to-pla te/ah-path-to-pla te-rad ishes .pdf

4 . M i n t e r  J ,  F r y  J ,  S t e i n  L ,  A g g i e  H o r t i c u l t u r e .  R a d i s h e s . ;  2 0 2 3 .  h t tps : / /cdn-
de .agr i l i f e .org/extens ion/depar tments/hor t /hor t-pu-241/pub l i ca t ions/ f i l es /path-to-the-pla te-rad ishes .pdf?
utm_source=chatgpt . com.

5 . M a s a b n i  J ,  A g r i L i f e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  T h e  T e x a s  A & M  U n i v e r s i t y  S y s t e m .  R a d i s h e s :  E a s y  G a r d e n i n g . ;  2 0 0 9 .
ht tps : / /agg ie-hort i cu l ture . tamu.edu/wp-content /up loads/s i tes / 12/2011 /03/E-516_rad ishes .pdf .

6 . R a d i s h .  C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S c i e n c e s .  h t tps : / /hor t i cu l ture .oregonsta te . edu/oregon-vegetab les / rad ish-0 .
P u b l i s h e d  O c t o b e r  1 ,  2 0 1 9 .

7 . G r o w i n g  r a d i s h e s  i n  h o m e  g a r d e n s .  ( n . d . ) .  U M N E x t e n s i o n .  h t tps : / /extens ion .umn.edu/vegetab les /growing-
rad ishes# d i r e c t - s e e d i n g - a n d - t h i n n i n g - 3 2 5 8 5 1 1

8 . W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  E x t e n s i o n .  ( n . d . ) .  V e g e t a b l e s :  G r o w i n g  r a d i s h e s  i n  h o m e  g a r d e n s .  I n  W a s h i n g t o n
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  E x t e n s i o n  F a c t  S h e e t .  h t tps : / /s3 .wp .wsu .edu/up loads/s i tes /2071/2014/04/Radishes-FS127E .pdf

9 . G r o w i n g  r a d i s h e s  i n  h o m e  g a r d e n s .  U M N  E x t e n s i o n .  h t tps : / /extens ion .umn.edu/vegetab les /growing-rad ishes .
1 0 . M a s a b n i  J ,  A g r i L i f e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  T h e  T e x a s  A & M  U n i v e r s i t y  S y s t e m .  R a d i s h e s :  E a s y  G a r d e n i n g . ;  2 0 0 9 .

ht tps : / /agg ie-hort i cu l ture . tamu.edu/wp-content /up loads/s i tes / 12/2011 /03/E-516_rad ishes .pdf
1 1 . H o w  t o  g r o w  r a d i s h e s  -  M S U  e x t e n s i o n .  ( n . d . ) .  M S U  E x t e n s i o n .

ht tps : / /www.canr .msu .edu/resources/how_to_grow_radishes
1 2 .R a d i s h e s  -  F o o d  T e c h n o l o g y  &  P r o c e s s i n g  F o o d  T e c h n o l o g y  &  P r o c e s s i n g .  ( n . d . ) .  h t tps : / /agg ie-

hort i cu l ture . tamu.edu/ food-technology/nutr i t ion/rad ishes/

https://dcmga.com/
https://vtfeed.org/sites/default/files/imce/uploads/Radishes.pdf
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/food-technology/nutrition/radishes/
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/food-technology/nutrition/radishes/
https://www.dcmga.com/wp-content/uploads/docs/aggie-horticulture/path-to-plate/ah-path-to-plate-radishes.pdf
https://www.dcmga.com/wp-content/uploads/docs/aggie-horticulture/path-to-plate/ah-path-to-plate-radishes.pdf
https://cdn-de.agrilife.org/extension/departments/hort/hort-pu-241/publications/files/path-to-the-plate-radishes.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cdn-de.agrilife.org/extension/departments/hort/hort-pu-241/publications/files/path-to-the-plate-radishes.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cdn-de.agrilife.org/extension/departments/hort/hort-pu-241/publications/files/path-to-the-plate-radishes.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2011/03/E-516_radishes.pdf
https://horticulture.oregonstate.edu/oregon-vegetables/radish-0
https://extension.umn.edu/vegetables/growing-radishes#direct-seeding-and-thinning-3258511
https://extension.umn.edu/vegetables/growing-radishes#direct-seeding-and-thinning-3258511
https://extension.umn.edu/vegetables/growing-radishes#direct-seeding-and-thinning-3258511
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/2071/2014/04/Radishes-FS127E.pdf
https://extension.umn.edu/vegetables/growing-radishes
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2011/03/E-516_radishes.pdf
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/how_to_grow_radishes
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/food-technology/nutrition/radishes/
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/food-technology/nutrition/radishes/
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Creature Corner: Cabbage Loopers
BY JANICE YODER-SMITH

The Cabbage Looper Moth,  Trichoplusia ni,
finds cole crops (Brassicas),  including
vegetables like cabbage, kale,  and
broccoli,  irresistible.  These moths help
pollinate flowers by feeding on nectar,
but allowing their larvae to overpopulate
can destroy cole crops.  Let’s learn how to
recognize them, use preventive measures
to limit damage, and control the larvae if
damage is excessive.

Looper moths are mottled brownish-gray
with wing spans around 1.5” (3.8 cm).
Females lay pinhead-sized, slightly
yellow to greenish domed eggs on the
undersides of cole crop leaves.  Larvae
emerge within three to six days.  Near
their anterior ends, larvae have three
pairs of true legs.  There is a gap between
the true legs and the two pairs of prolegs
on segments 5-6 of their abdomens, and
they have a pair of anal prolegs.  Since
there are no legs on the middle segments,
those are pushed up as the prolegs move
forward when the caterpillar walks.  When
the loop cannot go any higher,  the true
legs move forward again.  The cycle
repeats until  the caterpillar stops to eat.

As larvae mature, they move among plant
leaves, feeding by chewing irregularly
shaped holes into them from the
undersides.  The youngest larvae may only
chew away a thin layer of the leaf,
producing a “window pane” appearance
instead of a hole.  Larval color transitions
from off-white to dark green as they
mature into pupae that gradually turn
dark brown. Pupae adhere to host leaves
by means of a translucent cocoon during
the warmer months—their color shifts
from light green to brown or black over
about two weeks.   

Cabbage Looper Moth Álvaro San José Elizundia
CC-BY-NC

Cabbage Looper Larva by Alyssac23, CC-By-NC

https://dcmga.com/
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Creature Corner (cont.)
D u r i n g  c o l d e r  m o n t h s ,  l a r v a e  m a y
d r o p  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  p u p a t e  i n  t h e
s o i l  u n t i l  t h e  w e a t h e r  w a r m s .  A i r
t e m p e r a t u r e  a f f e c t s  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f
t h i s  c r e a t u r e ’ s  l i f e  c y c l e .  A c t i v e
C a b b a g e  L o o p e r s  a r e  t y p i c a l l y
o b s e r v e d  f r o m  s p r i n g  t o  f a l l  i n  N o r t h
C e n t r a l  T e x a s ,  p r o d u c i n g  t h r e e  t o  f i v e
g e n e r a t i o n s  p e r  y e a r .  

W h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  t o  r e d u c e  C a b b a g e
L o o p e r  m o t h  c r o p  d a m a g e ?  S t a r t  b y
p l a n n i n g  c r o p  l o c a t i o n  c a r e f u l l y .
R o t a t e  w h e r e  c o l e  c r o p s  a r e  g r o w n
e a c h  y e a r .  

E s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  e a r l y  c r o p s ,  m o v i n g  m u l c h  a w a y  f r o m  s t e m s  h e l p s  l i m i t
a c c e s s  o f  s o i l - p u p a t e d  l a r v a e  t o  t h e  p l a n t s .  F o l l o w  r e c o m m e n d e d  s p a c i n g
g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  i n t e r p l a n t  w i t h  s e a s o n a l l y  a d a p t e d  a n n u a l s  a n d  h e r b s .  U s e
s w e e t  a l y s s u m  a n d  n a s t u r t i u m s  i n  c o o l e r  m o n t h s  a n d  s h i f t  t o  b a s i l ,  d i l l ,  a n d
m a r i g o l d s  a s  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  r i s e s .  M a n y  s o u r c e s  r e c o m m e n d  u s i n g  a
f l o a t i n g  r o w  c o v e r  w i t h  i t s  e d g e s  s e a l e d  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  t o  p r e v e n t  m o t h s  f r o m
l a y i n g  e g g s  o n  t h e  p l a n t s .  I n s p e c t  p l a n t s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  e g g s  o r  l a r v a e
a t  l e a s t  w e e k l y .  R e m o v e  p l a n t  l e a v e s  b e a r i n g  e g g s .  P i c k  o f f  l a r v a e  a n d  d r o p
t h e m  i n  s o a p y  w a t e r  t o  k i l l  t h e m .  S p r a y i n g  c o l e  c r o p s  w i t h  B a c i l l u s
t h u r i n g i e n s i s  s u b s p e c i e s  a i z a w a i ,  c o m m o n l y  m a r k e t e d  a s  B t a ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
p a c k a g e  d i r e c t i o n s ,  c o a t s  t h e  p l a n t  l e a v e s  w i t h  a  b a c t e r i u m  t h a t  i n f e c t s  a n d
k i l l s  f e e d i n g  C a b b a g e  L o o p e r  l a r v a e .  E a c h  g a r d e n e r  m u s t  d e c i d e  h o w  m u c h
c r o p  d a m a g e  i s  a c c e p t a b l e  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  t h e s e
l o o p e r s .  T h e  r e s o u r c e s  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  o f f e r  f u r t h e r  g u i d a n c e .

Resources
C a b b a g e  L o o p e r .  ( n . d . ) .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a  C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n .  R e t r i e v e d
D e c e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  f r o m  h t t p s : / / i p m . u g a . e d u / f i l e s / 2 0 2 1 / 0 4 / C a b b a g e - L o o p e r . p d f

C a b b a g e  L o o p e r ,  N o .  2 6  |  M i s s i s s i p p i  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e .  ( n . d . ) .
 h t t p s : / / e x t e n s i o n . m s s t a t e . e d u / n e w s l e t t e r s / b u g s - e y e - v i e w / 2 0 1 5 / c a b b a g e - l o o p e r -
n o - 2 6

C o l e  C r o p s  E a s y  G a r d e n i n g  T e x a s  A g r i L i f e  E x t e n s i o n .  ( 2 0 1 4  B . C . E . ,  J u n e ) .  T e x a s
A g r i L i f e  E x t e n s i o n .  R e t r i e v e d  D e c e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 2 5 ,
 h t t p s : / / a g r i l i f e l e a r n . t a m u . e d u / s / p r o d u c t / f r o m - s e t u p / 0 1 t 4 x 0 0 0 0 0 4 O f j 9

U t a h  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  E x t e n s i o n .  ( 2 0 2 3 ,  J u l y  1 4 ) .  C a b b a g e  L o o p e r  M a n a g e m e n t
[ V i d e o ] .  Y o u T u b e .  h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = l z p r k S V B k B U

Cabbage Looper Damage by John C. French, CC-BY-NC 

https://dcmga.com/
https://ipm.uga.edu/files/2021/04/Cabbage-Looper.pdf
https://extension.msstate.edu/newsletters/bugs-eye-view/2015/cabbage-looper-no-26
https://extension.msstate.edu/newsletters/bugs-eye-view/2015/cabbage-looper-no-26
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/from-setup/01t4x000004Ofj9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzprkSVBkBU
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Te x a s  A & M  A g r i L i f e  E x t e n s i o n  S e r v i c e  
E v e r b r i g h t  Aw a r d

J e f f  H a r d g r a v e

D C M G A H o n o r a r y  M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r  Aw a r d
A l t o n  B o w m a n

D C M G A C o m m u n i t y  P a r t n e r  Aw a r d
H i g h l a n d  Vi l l a g e

O n  W e d n e s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
D e n t o n  C o u n t y  M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r  A s s o c i a t i o n
g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  a t  t h e  G r e a t e r  D e n t o n  A r t s
C o u n c i l  a n d  c e l e b r a t e d !  W e  c e l e b r a t e d  o u r
m e m b e r s ,  o u r  p a r t n e r s ,  s p e c i a l  m e m b e r s  o f
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  m a k e  u s  e v e n  b e t t e r ,  t h e
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  2 0 2 5 ,  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e
c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  g r a d u a t i o n  o f  o u r  i n t e r n s -
n o w - m e m b e r s .  W e l c o m e  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 5 !

t h

O u r  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  C e l e b r a t i o n s  T e a m  a n d  a l l
o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  w h o  m a d e  t h e  d a y  p o s s i b l e .
S p e c i a l  s h o u t - o u t  t o  o u r  m a s t e r  o f
c e r e m o n i e s ,  B r e n d a  M a r t i n ,  f o r  h e r  h a r d
w o r k  a n d  f o r  k e e p i n g  u s  m o v i n g !  T h a n k  y o u
t o  R i c k y  W i l k i n s  f o r  t h e  A / V  s u p p o r t ,  M o l l y
S t i n g l e y  f o r  a  b e a u t i f u l  c a k e ,  a n d  e v e r y o n e
w h o  h e l p e d  c l e a n  u p  a f t e r w a r d s !  A l s o  a  b i g
t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  G r e a t e r  D e n t o n  A r t s  C o u n c i l
f o r  o n c e  a g a i n  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  e n j o y  t h e i r
s p a c e  f o r  o u r  g a t h e r i n g s .  

R e a d  o n  b e l o w  a n d  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  t o
s e e  t h e  a w a r d  w i n n e r s ,  m i l e s t o n e - m a k e r s ,
a n d  g r a d u a t e s .  M e m b e r s  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  a c c e s s
t o  m o r e  p h o t o s  t h r o u g h  F a c e b o o k  a n d  a n
u p c o m i n g  e m a i l  i n  V M S .  

A l l  p h o t o s  c o u r t e s y  o f  D C M G A  m e m b e r s .  S p e c i a l
t h a n k s  t o  m e m b e r  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h e r  L e a
W a t s o n .  

https://dcmga.com/


P a g e  1 8 h t t p s : / / d c m g a . c o m /

D E N T O N  C O U N T Y  M A S T E R  G A R D E N E R  A S S O C I A T I O N F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6

2025 Graduation and Awards Banquet
M e m b e r  M i l e s t o n e s

5  Ye a r s
J u d y  A l l e n

B r a d  A l l i s o n
A m a l  A s h m a w i

C a t h y  B e r g
K e l l i  B i x l e r

N a n c y  B l a k n e y
R a n d y  C o n d i t

B e c k e y  C o r t i n e s
L e e  G r e e r

E d s e l  H a r r e l l
S a n d y  L a Q u e y

L i n d s e y  L a r n e d
L i n d a  L u n g e r

Ta b i t h a  M a s o n
M e l i s s a  M i g i s

1 0  Ye a r s
G l o r i a  A l e x a n d e r
J e r r y  A l e x a n d e r
J a c k  A l l d r e d g e

L i n d a  A l l d r e d g e
D a v i d  C a r p e n t e r
L i n d a  G o n z a l e s
A n g i e  L i n d s e y

P a t  P e t e r s
D a v i d  P e t t y

C y n t h i a  P o l s o n
Tr i c i a  R o w e n

J o a n n  S z o p i n s k i
J o y c e  Ya r n a l l - S m i t h

1 5  Ye a r s
C a r o l  A r m e n t

B a r b a r a  B r o w n
S u s a n  C o s i o

K a t h i  E f f l a n d t
M a v i s  S a u e r

N o b l e  O a k s
( 2 0 - 2 4  Ye a r s )

J i l l  P e a k
C a r o l y n  R i c h a r d

Te x a s  E m e r i t i  M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r
A n n  H i l l m a n

R a e l i n e  N o b l e s

https://dcmga.com/
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D C M G A A n n u a l  Aw a r d s

J o h n  C o o p e r  E d u c a t o r
C a r o l  A r m e n t

E d u c a t o r  Aw a r d
D e b  Wi l l i a m s
C a r o l  N o b l e

K i m  Wo o t t o n

P r o j e c t  M a n a g e r / L e a d e r s h i p  Aw a r d
D o n n a  H u l l

S t e v e  a n d  J o a n n e  S p u r g i n

S p e c i a l  M e r i t  Aw a r d
M a r i o n  A r n d t
P a t t y  B a r r y

N a n c y  B l a k n e y
B a r b a r a  B r o w n
B e c k y  C a m e r o n

S h e i l a  D a n i e l
S u e  H u d i b u r g h

B o o k  o f  K n o w l e d g e  Aw a r d s
S u z i e  C o o k

K a t h i  E f f l a n d t
J a n e t  G e r s h e n f e l d

A n n  M c M a h o n
J a n i c e  Yo d e r  S m i t h

J a n e t  L a m i n a c k  
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  Aw a r d

L y n d a  H a r v e y

Aw a r d  o f  E x c e l l e n c e
S t e v e  S p u r g i n

I n t e r n  Aw a r d -  E d u c a t o r
P a m e l a  P e t e r s o n

I n t e r n  Aw a r d  -  L e a d e r s h i p
L e e A n n e  B u r k

I n t e r n  Aw a r d  -  S p e c i a l  M e r i t
D e n i s e  C a t a l a n o
E l o i s e  C l a y t o n

K a t h y  D i e r i n g e r
A n d i  F i t z g e r a l d

https://dcmga.com/
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2 0 2 5  D e n t o n  C o u n t y  M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r  G r a d u a t e s

S u s a n  A b l e r  
A d r i e n n e  B a r n e s

C a n d i c e  B l y
L e e A n n e  B u r k

D e n i s e  C a t a l a n o
E l o i s e  C l a y t o n

C a i t l i n  C r a w f o r d
A n d r e a  D e S i m o n e

K a t h y  D i e r i n g e r
A n d i  F i t z g e r a l d
J e n n i f e r  F l y n n
L a u r a  F r a n k l i n
M a r i a  G i l b e r t

R e n a  G o o d w i n
T h e r e s a  H a s s e l l

S u s a n  H e i n t z m a n
G i n a  H i c k s

M i c h e l l e  H i g g i n b o t h a m
P a m e l a  H o l l i n g s w o r t h

N i c o l e  H u b e r
P a u l a  H u s s e y

A m y  I s a a c s
J u l i e  K a s n e r

D o n n a  K e l l o g g
K a m r o n  K e y e s

D e l i a  K l e e h a m m e r
M e l a n i e  K u y o t h

F a y e  L i p h a m
M a r y  B e t h  L o g s d o n

H a y d e n  L o h s e
J i m  M e e k

A n g i e  M o r a n
J i l l  O ' C o n n e l l

P a m e l a  P e t e r s o n
D e b b i e  P i t c h e r
C h e r y l  P o l a n d
L e a h  R o b i n s o n
R a j a n  S h e p h e r d
S a m a n t h a  S m i t h

S u s a n  D a v i s  S m i t h
C h r i s t i n a  S o s a

Tr a c y  S o u t h e r s  P a r k e r
J e n n y  S t e w a r d

N a n c y  Wi l k e r s o n
K r i s t i n a  Wi l s o n

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  a n d  We l c o m e ,  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 5 ! ! !

https://dcmga.com/
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Gardening Grandma says, “Don’t
plant seeds until you can sit on the
ground with your trousers down.” 

However, my gardening neighbor
says it is okay to plant when the
outdoor temperature is 70°F or
higher. 

W h o  i s  r i g h t ?  L e t ’ s  f i n d  o u t .
I f  N o r t h  T e x a s  t e m p e r a t u r e s  w a r m e d  g r a d u a l l y  a n d  p r e d i c t a b l y  e a c h  s p r i n g ,
u s i n g  a i r  t e m p e r a t u r e  a s  a  p l a n t i n g  g u i d e  m i g h t  w o r k .  B u t  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s
l i v e d  i n  N o r t h  T e x a s  v e r y  l o n g  k n o w s  o u r  w i n t e r  a n d  e a r l y  s p r i n g
t e m p e r a t u r e s  a r e  a n y t h i n g  b u t  p r e d i c t a b l e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k  o f
C h r i s t m a s  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  d a y t i m e  h i g h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  w e r e  7 9 ,  8 1 ,  8 1 ,  8 2 ,  a n d  4 4 ,
f o l l o w e d  b y  a  f r e e z e .  

B e c a u s e  s o i l  w a r m s  m o r e  s l o w l y  t h a n  t h e  a i r ,  u s i n g  a i r  t e m p e r a t u r e  a s  a
p l a n t i n g  g u i d e  c a n  b e  m i s l e a d i n g .  S o ,  G a r d e n i n g  G r a n d m a  i s  o n  t h e  r i g h t
t r a c k  b y  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h a t  y o u  u s e  s o i l  t e m p e r a t u r e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e n  i t  i s
s a f e  t o  p l a n t  s e e d s  o r  s e e d l i n g s .  A n d ,  a s  a m u s i n g  a s  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  s o m e o n e
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  g a r d e n  w i t h o u t  t r o u s e r s  t o  c h e c k  s o i l  w a r m t h  m i g h t  b e ,  t h e r e
a r e  b e t t e r  a n d  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  w a y s  t o  a s s e s s  s o i l  t e m p e r a t u r e s  a t  p l a n t i n g
d e p t h .  

W h y  s h o u l d  a  g a r d e n e r  c a r e  a b o u t  s o i l  t e m p e r a t u r e ?
A c c o r d i n g  t o  L i n d a  S c o g g i n ,  S m i t h  C o u n t y  M a s t e r  G a r d e n e r ,  “ p l a n t i n g  t o o
e a r l y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  s o i l  h a s  h a d  t i m e  t o  w a r m  u p ,  c a n  l e a d  t o  s e e d  r o t ,  s l o w e d
g e r m i n a t i o n ,  p o o r  g r o w t h ,  a n d  d i s e a s e . ”  A  p o o r  s t a r t  i n  c o l d  s o i l  c a n  a f f e c t  a
p l a n t ’ s  g r o w t h  a n d  p r o d u c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .    

H o w  t o  u s e  a  s o i l  t e m p e r a t u r e  t h e r m o m e t e r .
I n s e r t  t h e  p r o b e  i n t o  t h e  s o i l  t o  y o u r  d e s i r e d  p l a n t i n g  d e p t h .  W h i l e
c o l l e c t i n g  t e m p e r a t u r e  m e a s u r e m e n t s ,  k e e p  t h e  p r o b e  f a c e  o u t  o f  d i r e c t
s u n l i g h t .  W a i t  a  f e w  m i n u t e s  f o r  t h e  r e a d i n g  t o  s t a b i l i z e ,  a n d  t h e n  r e a d  t h e
t e m p e r a t u r e .  G e t  r e a d i n g s  f o r  4 - 5  d a y s  i n  a  r o w  t o  e n s u r e  a  s t a b l e
t e m p e r a t u r e  b e f o r e  p l a n t i n g .  " T e s t  t h e  t o p  o n e  o r  t w o  i n c h e s  f o r  p l a n t i n g
s e e d s ,  a n d  t e s t  f o u r  t o  s i x  i n c h e s  ( d e e p )  f o r  v e g e t a b l e  ( a n d  h e r b )
t r a n s p l a n t s . "  h t t p s : / / w i l l i a m s o n . a g r i l i f e . o r g / 2 0 2 4 / 0 3 / 2 7 / s o i l - t e m p e r a t u r e s /

Gardening Grandma
BY BARBARA BROWN

https://dcmga.com/
https://williamson.agrilife.org/2024/03/27/soil-temperatures/
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D e s i r e d  s o i l  t e m p e r a t u r e s  f o r  p l a n t i n g  s e e d s  
P l a n t  e x p e r t s  d i v i d e  s o i l  t e m p e r a t u r e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  p l a n t i n g  s e e d s
i n t o  4  c a t e g o r i e s :  m i n i m u m  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  o p t i m u m  t e m p e r a t u r e  r a n g e ,
m a x i m u m  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  a n d  i d e a l  t e m p e r a t u r e .  H e r e  a r e  p l a n t - s p e c i f i c
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  s e e d  p l a n t i n g  f r o m  A l a b a m a  a n d  A u b u r n  U n i v e r s i t i e s
E x t e n s i o n  s e r v i c e ,  “ S o i l  T e m p e r a t u r e  C o n d i t i o n s  f o r  V e g e t a b l e  S e e d
G e r m i n a t i o n ” :  h t tps : / /www.aces .edu/b log/ top ics / lawn-garden/so i l-
temperature-condi t ions-for-vegetab le-seed-germinat ion/) .

D e s i r e d  s o i l  t e m p e r a t u r e s  f o r  p l a n t i n g  t r a n s p l a n t s
 “ F o r  w a r m - s e a s o n  v e g e t a b l e  t r a n s p l a n t s  i n  T e x a s ,  a i m  f o r  s o i l  t e m p e r a t u r e s
o f  6 0 - 6 5 ° F  f o r  t o m a t o e s ,  b e a n s ,  a n d  c u c u m b e r s ,  w h i l e  p e p p e r s ,  s q u a s h ,
m e l o n s ,  o k r a ,  a n d  s w e e t  p o t a t o e s  p r e f e r  i t  w a r m e r ,  a r o u n d  7 0 - 7 5 ° F  o r  h i g h e r
f o r  o p t i m a l  g r o w t h . ” :
ht tps : / /www.cross t imbersgazet te . com/2019/03/08/spr ing-into-vegetab le-
gardening/ .

R e s o u r c e s
“ S o i l  T e m p e r a t u r e s  D e t e r m i n e  P l a n t i n g  T i m e ” :
(ht tps : / /byg l .osu .edu/node/1043)

“ S o i l  T e m p e r a t u r e  C o n d i t i o n s  f o r  S e e d  G e r m i n a t i o n ” :
ht tps : / /ucanr .edu/s i tes /defau l t / f i l es /2017-11 / 164220 .pdf

S o i l  T e m p  P l a n t i n g  V 2 d o c x  ( w i s c . e d u )
S p r i n g  v e g e t a b l e  p l a n t i n g  g u i d e :  h t tps : / /agr i l i f eextens ion . tamu.edu/wp-
content/up loads/2025/01/Vegetab leGardenPlant ingGuide-Jan2025-
Engl i sh .pdf

AuctionClick on "Videos" and check out our new presentations!

And don't forget to subscribe to @DentonCountyGardenerAsso

https://www.youtube.com/@DentonCountyMasterGardenerAsso

Denton County Master Gardener
YouTube Channel 

Gardening Grandma (cont.)

https://dcmga.com/
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/lawn-garden/soil-temperature-conditions-for-vegetable-seed-germination/
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/lawn-garden/soil-temperature-conditions-for-vegetable-seed-germination/
https://www.crosstimbersgazette.com/2019/03/08/spring-into-vegetable-gardening/
https://www.crosstimbersgazette.com/2019/03/08/spring-into-vegetable-gardening/
https://bygl.osu.edu/node/1043
https://ucanr.edu/sites/default/files/2017-11/164220.pdf
https://kenosha.extension.wisc.edu/files/2021/03/Soil-Temp-Planting-V2docx.pdf
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/VegetableGardenPlantingGuide-Jan2025-English.pdf
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/VegetableGardenPlantingGuide-Jan2025-English.pdf
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/VegetableGardenPlantingGuide-Jan2025-English.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/@DentonCountyMasterGardenerAsso
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 Pass-Along Marking
BY LIZ MOYER

We've all been there. It's time to pot up pass-

alongs for the Plant Sale, but:

We can't remember which plants were

outgrowing their locations and need to be

thinned and/or dug around the margins (edges)

The ones we think probably were candidates are

still too small to be sure

We can't remember the names of the plants,

and they are too small for ID

Act now! Grab a permanent felt tip pen and a bunch
of plastic knives or utility marking flags and get
out there. Mark your plants now for digging in
early March. It's a good idea to make yourself a
diagram or some notes when you mark them.
Check your markers periodically throughout the
winter to be sure they are still legible and to remind
yourself where they are …

Another advantage: utility flags and plastic knives
come in a variety of colors and can really add a pop
to your winter landscape!   

P h o t o  C o u r t e s y  D C M G A  M e m b e r  L i z  M o y e r
Knife Marker

https://dcmga.com/
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Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/DentonCountyMGA

Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/DentonCountyMGA

YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@DentonCountyMaster

GardenerAsso

2026 Board of Directors

As Master Gardeners, our mission is to educate and
inspire Denton County residents through research-

based horticulture, to promote eco-friendly gardens
and enduring landscapes that enrich our

communities.

Extension EO/EEO Statement
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service provides equal
opportunities in its programs and employment to all

persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, disability, age, genetic information,

veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of

Texas Cooperating.

Social Media

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Technology
Communications
Education
Outreach
Member-at-Large
CEA-Horticulture

Bonnie Ambrose
Jeff Hardgrave

Jill Olhausen
Harry Gornick
Ricky Wilkins

Donna Hull
Barbara Smith

Treva McFadden
Brenda Martin

Erin Smith

Contact Information

Content

S a v e  t h e  D a t e

The submission deadline for the March edition
of The Root is February 5. Submissions may be

revised at the discretion of the editor.

Ideas, photos, and articles are welcome
and may be submitted to Communications

Director Donna Hull
at communications@dcmga.com

Unless otherwise attributed, all photos are
courtesy of Denton County MGA.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Hulcher Services Building

611 Kimberly Drive
Bldg. B

Denton TX 76201-9026
Office:  940.349.2883

Help Desk: 
940.349.2892

master.gardener@dentoncounty.gov

Webmaster:
webmaster@dcmga.com

Communications:
communications@dcmga.com

Website:
https://dcmga.com

Contact Us:
info@dcmga.com

Feb. 2,9
     16, 23

Flower Mound Public Library
Spring Garden Series 2026
(see p. 5 for more info)

Members Only - Volunteer
Fair, 9:00am - 12:00pm,
Denton Civic Center

Feb. 11
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