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Buds From The Board
BY RAELINE NOBLES,  PRESIDENT

Well then! It’s December – my favorite month for decorating, meeting up with friends, baking,

and gathering seeds for next year’s garden. It’s also a time of reflection over the year’s events,

successes and challenges. This year as I reflect, it’s a seed mix of many things – most great and

happy, a few of sadness. 

At DCMGA; however, it’s a whole new ball game. We have no paid staff so the full responsibility of

operations, paying bills, creating documentation and forms, evaluating programs, and everything

else a paid staff of a nonprofit does, falls on the Board to identify, manage, delegate and at a

minimum oversee if not do completely. So, the skill sets of our Board must be diverse and they

must be willing to learn all the ins and outs of our organization, not just their specific role. It’s a

fascinating learning whirlwind for those with the right attitude and energy. Sure, we have the

Texas AgriLife Extension Agent here to help lead the way towards AgriLife goals, but largely the

hands on work of that effort falls primarily to the Board with her guidance. It’s a unique setup,

one not commonly found in nonprofits but one that teaches its Board members all aspects of

Board leadership and more. 

November saw us voting in the 2026 Board of Directors which I have to say is stellar! In my two

years on the Denton County Master Gardener Association (DCMGA) Board, I have met

extraordinary leaders who accomplished much on behalf of the community, our members and

Texas AgriLife Extension Service. It’s amazing that the 2026 Board is filled with members who

are no different – intelligent, thoughtful, mission-focused and energized. To most, a Board of

Directors is kind of a Wizard of Oz behind a screen – they perform their due diligence, make

strategic decisions of accountability and activities, and approve budgets. But for the most part,

not many know who they are and details of what they do are a bit elusive. 

You will read about our 2026 Board of Directors in this month’s issue, but allow me to briefly
introduce them to you. I am certain you will hear more from them as they get their Board sea legs! 

Bonnie Ambrose – President (Previously Director of Outreach)
Jeff Hardgrave – VP and Director of Projects (2  year)nd

Jill Olhausen – Secretary and Parliamentarian
Brenda Martin – Member at Large (2  year)nd

Donna Hull – Director of Communications (2  year) nd

Treva McFaddin – Director of Outreach
Barbara Smith – Director of Education

Ricky Wilkins – Director of Technology
Harry Gornick - Treasurer

https://dcmga.com/
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I am retiring from DCMGA at the end of December. It’s been 13 years of so many wonderful

things and people. I have deep gratitude for all DCMGA has offered me: the fabulous

horticultural education, the fun events and projects I enjoyed working, and the people I was so

fortunate to meet. The people of DCMGA have been the best gift of all. Many friends I have

made will remain so for the rest of my life. I may be retiring from DCMGA but its members are

what makes it sing and will always have a part of my heart. They do great things for our

community that are just not available anywhere else: educating with science-based knowledge,

inspiring new gardening behaviors, and enriching a more sustainable Denton County. I am so

proud to have been a member of this wonderful organization and been able to offer what I

could to its success on behalf of those members …and You, our community! We have

accomplished much on your behalf. Be ready for even more great things as the new year

progresses! “While visions of sugar-plums dance in their heads” this month, I know the new

Board members are also dreaming of new ideas to grow our efficacy and impact.      

So sweet dreams to one and all as you nestle in under the covers and dream your own

gardening dreams. I thank you for the opportunity and privilege to share my wandering

thoughts with you all this year. 

We at DCMGA all wish you and yours a happy holiday season. And don’t forget to kiss a faerie

along your gardening journey!

My best to you, 

Raeline 
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Sage and Serenity
This calm, English-inspired retreat

teaches how Earth-Kind     principles can

guide design choices. Carefully selected

native plants, including several varieties

of sage, provide soft landings for

pollinators and native wildlife around

beautiful Shantung maples.  Nearby,

drought-tolerant perennials are thriving

in the full sun and raised beds utilize

square-foot gardening to maximize yield

for the perfect salsa garden! 
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 2026 Garden Tour Preview
Three Home Gardens and Two Public Gardens

May 9, 2026

Our 2026 Garden Tour will feature herbs, raised bed vegetable gardening, succulents, Earth Kind

gardening, Texas Superstar      plants, and more. Public gardens will have information on raising

grapes, pruning fruit trees, water conservation and growing native plants. Watch for ticket

information in early February. Join us for a great day of gardening!
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 2026 Garden Tour Preview (Cont.)
Rhapsody in Green 
Rhapsody in Green is a lush, shaded landscape where composting turns waste into renewal.

Shade gardening thrives beneath mature live oaks in several parts of the property, while full-

sun areas are filled with succulents, vegetables, and other heat-loving plants. In addition to

incorporating homemade compost to build the soil, this property demonstrates the benefits

of water-wise irrigation and rain barrel harvesting to reduce homeowner costs and benefit

the environment.
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Rooted Together
This nostalgic, neighborly space filled with Texas

Superstars   , herbs, pass-alongs, and full-foliage

plants is an abundance of sensory gardening.

Vintage decor is woven into the garden story

throughout. Thoughtful tree care, including proper

pruning techniques and preserving the natural

growth of the tree will be part of this garden

experience. The property also includes a rain barrel,

compost tumblers and raised garden beds for both

herbs and ornamental plants.

 2026 Garden Tour Preview (Cont.)
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Public Gardens: The Grove Community Garden and Josey Ranch Pocket Prairie
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 2026 Garden Tour Preview (Cont.)

The Grove

Josey Ranch Pocket Prairie

The Denton County Community Grove and

Earth Kind    Garden is a collaborative project

between Denton County and DCMGA to

demonstrate how to best grow fruit and nut

trees and native plants in Denton County. In

addition to learning about the proper

selection, planting and maintenance of these

plants, there will be demonstrations of soil

preparation, water-wise irrigation and low

maintenance practices that are successful in

North Texas. Fruit and nut selections include

peaches, pears, plums, pomegranates,

blackberries, pecans, and jujubes. Jerusalem

sage, boneset and Salvia attract beneficial

wildlife and hummingbirds to the native plant

garden. Bluebird houses and even a chimney

swift tower have been added to provide habitat

for the birds who come to The Grove.

The Josey Ranch Pocket Prairie collaborates

with Carrollton’s Library, Parks, and

Environmental Quality Departments as well as

the Dallas County Master Naturalists to offer

education on plant selection, pollinator

gardens and Monarch Waystations. This pocket

prairie is a visual treasure of native wildflowers

- bluebonnets, Mexican hats, evening

primrose, black-eyed Susan, coreopsis, and

Indian blankets. Rockrose is abundant,

attracting pollinators along with Turk’s cap,

frogruit, obedient plant and native grasses.

Come to Josey Ranch and reconnect with

nature while imagining how to restore a piece

of natural habitat for plants, pollinators, and

wildlife in your own garden. 

Photos Courtesy of DCMGA Members

https://dcmga.com/


Reminder
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The December and January issues of The Root will be mostly announcements .  This gives The Root

editors and authors time to enjoy the holidays. The February 2026 issue will be full of the gardening

articles and information you have come to expect and enjoy.

The Root staff thanks you for your understanding.

https://dcmga.com/
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O v e r w i n t e r i n g  B e n e f i c i a l s
b y  J a n i c e  Yo d e r - S m i t h

Like us, garden creatures benefit from shelter, food, and water. We can help them survive

winters by leaving our gardens as natural as possible and recycling and upcycling what we

have on hand. Let’s explore some ways to help creatures while improving our gardens and

saving time and money. 

Leaving upright, flowered stems in place during the winter attracts omnivorous birds to feed

on seeds. Letting plants reseed provides new plants next year. Stems provide shelter for some

beneficial insects or their larvae. If local codes require us to cut the stems at the base, leaving

them lying on the ground somewhere still provides shelter, food, and future plants. Those

“unsightly” stems and fallen branches provide nurseries for insects that lay eggs inside them.

Those larvae mature over the winter. When the ground warms in the spring, those larvae

transform into pupae and then into insects, which help protect our gardens.

Adding fallen leaves to our compost piles along with some “green” material helps keep the

compost pile warm during winter. Some arthropods will live within the pile to survive the

cold. If we don’t have room for a compost pile, we shred the leaves and spread them on the

ground to nourish the soil and help burrowed larvae and insects stay a little warmer in the

winter. 

While inspecting our gardens during autumn, we

may realize that some areas need additional care

before spring. Our garden creatures benefit from

us stacking fallen limbs, twigs, pine cones, and

removed plants into piles to create critter

“hotels” for the winter. Drilling different-sized

holes in logs or branches creates other shelter

options. Drawing on memories of walking in

woods, across prairies, or near water helps us

create shelters that resemble those found in

nature, with distinct features tailored to different

microclimates within our yards. One such hotel

might be a pile of stones situated in a sunny

location for lizards. Another could be a pile of

brush near a rain garden. Beginning a Brush Pile 
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Partially burying broken clay pots provides shelter for toads that emerge from burrows

beneath the freeze line during prolonged warm periods in north Texas winters. Exposed parts

of the clay pots provide shelter during downpours. (Leaving the pots for the summer provides

shade.)

Use shallow saucers or fragments of clay pots to provide water for birds and animals during

the winter. (The DFW Metroplex usually doesn’t experience frequent, prolonged periods of

deep-freezing temperatures, so water in shallow containers left out for animals should be

replaced frequently to limit mosquito reproduction.)

Including plants that flower in the winter helps feed pollinators. Consulting the Denton

County Master Gardener Association and Trinity Forks Native Plant Society of Texas websites

provide several guides for building pollinator gardens that support pollinators year-round.

Let’s review the “Resources” section that follows for more information to help us support

creatures in our gardens during winter. 

Lizard Shelter Toad Shelter
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Resources:

Building a garden for pollinators (Gardening Basics Series). (2022, November). Denton County Master
Gardener Association. Retrieved October 15, 2025, from https://www.dcmga.com/wp-
content/uploads/docs/garden-basics-plan/gb-building-pollinator-garden.pdf 

Grows, M. (2024, September 18). How to help Overwintering pollinators. Maryland Grows.
https://marylandgrows.umd.edu/2024/09/27/how-to-help-overwintering-pollinators/

Himes, S. (2024, May 2). How to help beneficial insects survive winter. AgriLife Today.
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2023/11/22/how-to-help-beneficial-insects-survive-winter/

How to help beneficial bugs survive Winter. (2024, December 10). Take Care of Texas.
https://takecareoftexas.org/about-us/blog/how-help-beneficial-bugs-survive-winter

Leave it be: Maintaining leaf litter in the landscape. (2024, September 27). LSU AgCenter.
https://www.lsuagcenter.com/articles/page1727207888289

Make the best of beneficial insects - El Paso County Master Gardeners. (2019, March 24). El Paso County
Master Gardeners. https://txmg.org/elpaso/learn/gardening-in-el-paso-articles/make-the-best-of-
beneficial-insects/

Native Plant Society of Texas. (2025, October 4). What to plant - Native Plant Society of Texas.
https://www.npsot.org/chapters/trinity-forks/trinity-forks-resources/tf-what-to-plant/

Nesting & Overwintering Habitat | Xerces Society. (n.d.). https://xerces.org/publications/fact-
sheets/nesting-overwintering-habitat

The Denton County Master Gardener Association. (2025, October 27). Plan - Denton County Master
Gardener Association. Denton County Master Gardener Association. https://www.dcmga.com/plan-and-
prepare/plan/

Watts, S. (2025, October 28). Bug Hotel | Home & Garden Information Center. Home & Garden Information
Center. https://hgic.clemson.edu/bug-hotel/
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I’ve been reflecting on our Holiday Party theme this year, “My Favorite
Things”, and I wanted to share a few of my favorite things with you and the
invitation to our 2025 Holiday Party on Wednesday, December 10th. In looking
back at my childhood, I remember the smells the most. My mother was an
avid cook, cooking was love, gathering as a family was love, and making
holiday goodies was more than love - it was tradition. I remember pulling
taffy. I remember the method of how to make her fruitcake recipe with the
pounds of pecans that we shelled. It tasted better with a lot of pecans, and
yes, I love fruitcake to this day. As I pull out her recipe file from under my
cabinet at this time of year, all of these recipes will be there. And along the
way, I have started to add more favorite things to my collection. Our Holiday
Social is truly a social - our vendors are our family, interns, and members.
Our shared food comes from our heart. We decorate, we dress up or down in
holiday wear, some sing and some dance, but we all share our favorite things.
Happy Holidays, and we look forward to seeing you at our Holiday Social!
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My Favori te  Th ings

b y  C e c e  K e n n e y

The 2025 DCMGA Hol iday Soc ia l

https://dcmga.com/
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AuctionClick on "Videos" and check out our new presentations!

And don't forget to subscribe!

Denton County Master Gardener
YouTube Channel 

http://www.youtube.com/c/DentonCountyMasterGardener

https://dcmga.com/
http://www.youtube.com/c/DentonCountyMasterGardener
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Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/DentonCountyMGA

Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/DentonCountyMGA

Pinterest:
https://www.pinterest.com/DentonCountyMGA

YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/c/DentonCountyMasterGardener
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2025 Board of Directors

Mission Statement

Denton County Master Gardener Association
educates and engages county residents in the
implementation of research-based horticultural
and environmental practices that create sustain-
able gardens, landscapes, and communities.

Extension EO/EEO Statement

Contact Information

Social Media

Content

S a v e  t h e  D a t e

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Communications
Education
Outreach
Member-at-Large
CEA-Horticulture

Raeline Nobles
Jeff Hardgrave

 Lori Barr
Dale Powell
Donna Hull

Ellen Gauntt
Bonnie Ambrose

Brenda Martin
Erin Smith

The submission deadline for the January edition
of The Root is December 5. Submissions may be

revised at the discretion of the editor.

Ideas, photos, and articles are welcome
and may be submitted to Communications

Director Donna Hull
at doctorhulld@gmail.com .

Unless otherwise attributed, all photos are
courtesy of Denton County MGA.

Texas A&M Agrilife Extension provides equal
opportunities in its programs and employment to
all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion,

national origin, disability, age, genetic
information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or
gender identity. The Texas A&M University System,

U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County
Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
Hulcher Services Building

611 Kimberly Drive
Bldg. B

Denton TX 76201-9026
Office:  940.349.2883

Help Desk: 
940.349.2892

master.gardener@dentoncounty.gov

Webmaster:
webmaster@dcmga.com

Communications:
dcmga.communications@gmail.com

Website:
https://dcmga.com

Contact Us:
info@dcmga.com

Dec. 10

Dec. 15

DCMGA Annual Christmas
Party

Deadline for Renewing 
Annual Membership

https://www.facebook.com/DentonCountyMGA
https://www.instagram.com/DentonCountyMGA
https://www.pinterest.com/DentonCountyMGA
http://www.youtube.com/c/DentonCountyMasterGardener
https://dcmga.com/
mailto:doctorhulld@gmail.com
mailto:master.gardener@dentoncounty.gov
mailto:dcmga.webmaster@gmail.com
mailto:dcmga.communications@gmail.com
https://dcmga.com/

